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From payroll and bookkeeping to expert tax preparation and advice, H&R
Block is ready to work for you. For the year-round services you need and the
one-on-one attention you deserve, partner with H&R Block Business Services.

Call today to make an appointment.
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From payroll and bookkeeping to expert tax preparation and advice, H&R Block is 
ready to work for you. For the year-round services you need and the one-on-one 

attention you deserve, partner with H&R Block Business Services.
Here at H&R Block we offer English & Spanish Speaking Notaries

Small Business Tax Prep & Tax ITIN Number

Call today to make an appointment.

Royal ISD Trustees  Unanimously Approve Hiring 
Dr. Megan C. Pape As  Royal ISD Superintendent

continued from  page 1

Superintendent Mr. Rick Kersh-
ner, who expressed confi dence 
in the district’s future under her 
leadership. “Dr. Pape brings the 
kind of heart, vision, and en-
ergy that Royal ISD needs for its 
next phase of growth,” Kershner 
said. “I’m excited to see how she 
builds on our foundation and 
leads with purpose. It has been a 
joy serving this community, and 
I know it will continue to thrive 
under her leadership.”

School Board President 
Scott Hartman wished Superin-
tendent Emeritus Rick Kershner 
the best as he starts his new jour-
ney. “We would like to express 
our sincere gratitude to Mr. Rick 
Kershner for his dedicated ser-
vice over the past fi ve years. His 
contributions have been deeply 
appreciated, and we wish him all 
the best in his well-earned retire-
ment.”

Following the meeting, Dr. 
Pape said, “I am overwhelmed 

with gratitude to be offi cially 
hired as the Royal ISD Super-
intendent, and thankful to the 
Board of Trustees. Having my 
family here with me to share 
in this moment makes it even 
more special—it is truly a dream 
come true.”

Dr. Pape has already spent 
the past several weeks actively 
engaging with the district, meet-
ing team members, and serving 
on the district’s bond task force 
committee. She said, “I have al-
ready been in the district over 
the past several weeks meeting 
our team members and also 
working with our community on 
our Bond Task Force Committee. 
One thing is for sure—Royal ISD 
has amazing people who are 
genuine, kind, love kids and our 
district. It is an honor to serve 
alongside them as we work to-
gether to shape the future of 
Royal ISD for years to come.”

Dr. Pape is an experienced 
Superintendent with a proven 
track record of academic and op-
erational success, having most 
recently served as Superinten-
dent of Snook ISD. With a solid 
background in school fi nance, 
Dr. Pape successfully managed 
a $9.7 million dollar budget 
while navigating statewide fi s-
cal challenges for Texas public 
schools. Her leadership resulted 
in balanced budgets for the past 
three consecutive years and a 
nearly 60% increase to the dis-
trict’s fund balance-signifi cantly 
improving the district’s fi nan-
cial health. During her tenure, 
Snook ISD experienced nearly 
15% student enrollment growth, 
completed major campus reno-

vations, and began planning for 
an upcoming bond to support 
future facilities. In addition to 
academic and operational im-
provements, Dr. Pape collabo-
rated with local stakeholders to 
launch the district’s fi rst educa-
tion foundation. Other notable 
successes include establishing 
the district’s fi rst band program 
in more than 20 years, develop-
ing the district’s fi rst Guardian 
program for safety, and becom-
ing a Teacher Incentive Allot-
ment designated district. Dr. 
Pape has most recently advocat-
ed for public education funding 
and accountability changes at 
the Capitol during the 89th Leg-
islative Session.

Hartman also stated, “We 
are thrilled to welcome Dr. Me-
gan Pape as the new superin-
tendent of Royal ISD. We extend 
a warm welcome to her, her 
husband Ryan, and their family 
as they join the Royal commu-
nity. Our search included many 
outstanding candidates, and we 
are confi dent in our decision. Dr. 
Pape brings the leadership we 
need during this exciting time of 
signifi cant growth, and we trust 
that she will guide us with both 
vision and fi scal responsibility 
on behalf of our taxpayers. We 
look forward to building a strong 
and collaborative relationship 
with Dr. Pape and continuing to 
strengthen our ties with the en-
tire community.”

The entire Royal community 
proudly welcomes Dr. Pape and 
looks forward to a new chapter 
of growth, opportunity, and stu-
dent-centered success under her 
leadership.

Nora M. HodgesNora M. Hodges
Licensed Insurance Agent
License No. 801525   NPN: 1153312

Email:   nmhcreativeworld@yahoo.com

Health, Life, Medicare
Annuities, Dental, Vision
Supplement, Cancer Phone:   (713) 542-4747

Fax: (800) 860-9546
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Muddy Paws Pet Parlor
845 1st Street, Hempstead, TX 77445

979-661-0407

All Breed Dog and Cat 
Grooming

Boarding 
Now Available

Open Tuesday – Friday from 09:00 AM – 05:00 PM
Saturday by appointment only

Walk-ins Welcome Tuesday – Friday no later than 02:00 PM


